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Diginguishing between tumorsfrom parotid space and from parapharyngeal space based on the pogerior
bely o digastric musdeand itsshift XU Leming ~, XU Yulan, ZHAN Ling. ~ Department  Radidogy, The
Second Hospital Attached to Zhgiang University Medical Schod , Hangzhou 310009, China

Abgract  Objective To seek an gpproach to differentiate between tunors from parotid gpace and from
pargpharynged gpace on axid CT or MR imagng. Methods Forty-five patients with tunors orignaed a the
parotid or pargoharynged ace were reviewed retrogectively. The diagnosswas corfirmed pathologicdly in dl of
the cases. The correlation anong neoplasms and the pogerior belly of digastric muscle and its shifting Stuaion were
evauaed on axid CT or MRI scans by two senior radiolog gts. All of the egimationswere compared with the results
o operation. Results Twenty- seven turrors from parotid gpace were located in the superficid sde to the pogterior
bely of digadric muscle and pushed it meddly. On the contrary , 18 neoplasms from pargpharynged fpace were
dtuated a the profound sde to the pogerior bely and shifted it laterdly. Condusion  Tunors superficid to the
pogerior bely of digagric muscle and pushing it medidly indicate that they come from parotid gace. While
neoplasms prafound to the poderior belly of digagric muscle and shifting it lateraly mean thet they come from
pargpharyngeal gpace.

Key words  Parotid neoplasms;  Pharynged neoplasms;  Tomogrgphy , X-ray conputed; Magnetic
reonance imagng
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